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SUBJECT: THIRD MINISTERIAL MEETING FOR THE PROTECTION 
OF THE RHINE FROM POLLUTION 

REF: (A) BONN 18408 (B) STATE 268769 

1. SUBJECT MEETING, ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR EARLY 
DECEMBER, HAS BEEN TENTATIVELY RESCHEDULED FOR 
FEBRUARY 13-14 IN PARIS. EMBASSY CONTACTS EXPLAIN 
THAT THERE ARE STILL UNRESOLVED QUESTIONS ABOUT 
DRAFT TREATIES ON SALT AND CHEMICAL POLLUTION. 
REPORTEDLY POINTS AT ISSUE INCLUDE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 
FINANCING REMEDIAL MEASURES AGAINST SALT POLLUTION 
AND EVEN ABOUT THE ADVISABILITY OF ESTABLISHING 
INDEPENDENT MEASURES AGAINST CHEMICAL POLLUTION ONLY 
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FOR THE RHINE RIVER WHEN THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE IS 
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WORKING ON THIS PROBLEM FROM A EUROPEAN PERSPECTIVE. 

2. IF PREPARATORY DISCUSSIONS ARE NOT SUCCESSFUL, 

SUBJECT MEETING MIGHT BE POSTPONED FOR ANOTHER EIGHT 
WEEKS. 

HILLENBRAND 
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